Translating Arguments

Translate the following arguments into symbolic, normal form. Be sure to translate atomic sentences as affirmative.


1. If we continue to consume fossil fuels at the present rate, the greenhouse effect will be exacerbated. If the greenhouse effect is exacerbated, then global temperatures will continue to rise. Therefore, unless we stop consuming fossil fuels at the present rate, global temperatures will continue to rise. 


2. The lights in the sky were either from a weather balloon or a UFO. If the lights in the sky were from a weather balloon, then they could not have moved quickly and randomly. The lights in the sky moved quickly and randomly. Therefore, the lights in the sky were from a UFO.


3. It is not the case that I can complete all of my homework tonight and go to the movies. If I don’t complete all of my homework, then my grades will suffer. If I don’t go to the movies, then I won’t be able to hang out with my friends. I can conclude that either my grades will suffer or I won’t get to hang out with my friends.


4. If your car can’t be fixed, you should take the bus. Your car can be fixed if and only if duct tape can fix it. Duct tape can’t fix your car. Therefore, you should take the bus.


5. Either the government will spend money on health care or education, but not both. If the government does not spend money on health care, then the elderly will suffer. If the government does not spend money on education, then the youth will suffer. Therefore, either the elderly or the youth will suffer.

