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https://www.gu.org/resources/all-in-together-creating-places-where-young-and-old-thrive/
https://www.gu.org/resources/all-in-together-creating-places-where-young-and-old-thrive/
https://www.gu.org/resources/the-best-of-both-worlds-a-closer-look-at-creating-spaces-that-connect-young-and-old/
https://www.gu.org/resources/the-best-of-both-worlds-a-closer-look-at-creating-spaces-that-connect-young-and-old/
https://www.gu.org/resources/the-best-of-both-worlds-a-closer-look-at-creating-spaces-that-connect-young-and-old/
http://www.gu.org
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Plant seeds-pumpkin  5/8/19 

Corner Garden 30-40 min. 

6 4 

4-5 y.o. Waveriders ADS Orange Group 

SJ & GT SJ 

Intergenerational partners will work interdependently to gather materials, prepare soil, plant and water seeds, label; Adults 

B& C will each work with two children (B, Z&X work well together as do C, Y&W) 

 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 

    

 
 

 

   

   

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

    

 
 

 

 
 

 

   

Not part of the monthly plan. Kids asked about pumpkins. G got seeds, and suggested we grow them. 

Pumpkin seeds are big enough for small and arthritic hands. 

Adults carried heavier items, supervised soil prep. 

Encouraged turn taking with tools in soil preparation. 

Giving kids and adults the hose required lots of supervision. 

Adults kept kids focused on this singular task; adults enjoyed sharing with kids. 

Bring pumpkin pics at different stages. Bring weeding tools too. 

Adults provided feedback after children left patio; kids discussed at lunch. 



Different pairings than expected—X joined C and W joined B. Lasted only about 15 minutes given that 

there were just the mixing of soil with water and nutrients, and planting. Could extend by having other 

gardening work to do. Don’t forget aprons for the adults! S will make and put on clipboard in classroom a 

chart for children to track their observations of the seeds’ growth—share w/ adults. 

a.  4 

b.  3 



Practice fine motor Making labels for plants has improved lettering 

Sorting seeds is hard! Some use tweezers, which is still 

fine motor 

Practice nurturing Children forgot about plans after first putting them in 

ground but with a reminder, now ask to check daily.  

With plants growing now, they need help not “over-

nurturing” 

Practice observation The like using measuring tools—magnifying glasses, 

tape measure, rulers, scale, rain gauge, and all senses. 

Exercise motor skills Paired with kids, gross motor used for carrying water 

can, using trowel, pulling weeds.  Some fine motor—

usually left to kids! 

Persistence Not wanting to let kids down, most will work through all 

the plants/tasks requiring attention, even though kids 

can be slow 

Cooperation Directions help remind both young and old to take turns 

w/ tools and help each other hold/steady/lift things 
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4/25/19  SJ & JN 
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https://www.gu.org/resources/love-without-borders/
https://www.gu.org/resources/love-without-borders/
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