Exploring USDA Small Business
Innovation Research Grants
Every year, the United States Department of Agriculture awards grants to small businesses, linking with researchers, in
testing solutions to rural community problems. Not limited to production agriculture, successful projects can result in new
scientific information improving overall quality of life in rural communities, including initiatives focusing on:
 entrepreneurship and workforce skills development aligned with emerging economic opportunities (conservation,
safe food processing, marketing, etc.)
 food security and obesity reduction/prevention
 improved, modernized infrastructure and technologies that can attract public and private sector investment
This three-hour workshop will provide an overview of USDA Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) (grants up to
$100,000 in Phase I). We’ll discuss why small business owners and their research partners should consider applying to
SBIR, the eligibility criteria, the topics of interest to USDA, and how to go about applying for an SBIR award.

Unique to this session is the offer of FREE follow-up coaching support from Penn State Extension
to assist small businesses in preparing their grant proposals!
Date: June 19, 2018
Time: 1:00-4:00 p.m.
Place: Southern Alleghenies Planning &
Development Commission
3 Sheraton Drive
Altoona, Pennsylvania 16601
This free workshop, and the follow-up
coaching, is funded by USDA through the
SBIR Outreach and Technical Training
Assistance Program

Pre-registration encouraged by June 14th
— space is limited!
Register online at
https://extension.psu.edu/exploring-usdasmall-business-innovative-research or
call Penn State Extension 877-345-0691.
For additional information contact
Winifred McGee, Extension Educator at
717-921-8803.

This session sponsored by Southern
Alleghenies Planning & Development
Commission

This publication is available in alternative media on request.
The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation or have
questions about the physical access provided, please contact Winifred McGee at 717-921-8803 in advance of your participation or visit.
Penn State is an equal opportunity, affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities to all qualified applicants without regard to race, color, religion,
age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability or protected veteran status.
Photo credits: “Hydroponics” by PunkToad, “2G fs UHV chamber rm 121” by UCL Mathematical & Physical Sciences , and “Exploration-Innovation” by Missy Schmidt — all on flickr.com CC BY 2.0

