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PUBLICATIONS: 

 

Books: 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1989. The New Immigration: Implications for Poverty and Public Assistance Utilization. New York: 

Greenwood Press. 

 

Bailey, Conner, Leif Jensen and Elizabeth Ransom (Eds.). 2014. Rural America in a Globalizing World: Problems 

and Prospects for the 2010s.  Morgantown, WV: West Virginia University Press. 

 

Sachs, Carolyn E., Leif Jensen, Paige Castellanos and Kathleen Sexsmith (Eds.). 2021.  Handbook on Gender and 

Agriculture. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Articles in Refereed Journals: 

 

Fengler, Alfred P. and Leif Jensen. 1981.  "Perceived and Objective Conditions as Predictors of the Life Satisfaction 

of Urban and Non-urban Elderly." Journal of Gerontology, 36(6):750-752. [Draft presented at the 1980 Rural 

Social Work Conference, Burlington, VT] 

 

Tienda, Marta, Leif Jensen and Robert L. Bach. 1984. "Immigration, Gender and the Process of Occupational 

Change in the United States, 1970-1980."  International Migration Review, 18(4): 1021-1044. 

 

Tienda, Marta and Leif Jensen. 1986. "Immigration and Social Program Participation: Dispelling the Myth of 

Dependency." Social Science Research, 15(4): 372-400. [Draft presented by Tienda 1984 meetings of the 

American Sociological Association, San Antonio] 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1988. "Patterns of Immigration and Public Assistance Utilization, 1970-1980." International Migration 

Review, 22(1): 51-83.  [Draft presented at the 1986 meetings of the Southwestern Sociology Association, San 

Antonio] 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1988. "Rural-Urban Differences in the Utilization and Ameliorative Effects of Welfare Programs." 

Policy Studies Review, 7(4): 782-794. Reprinted in H. Rodgers and G. Weiher, Rural Poverty: Special Causes 

and Policy Reforms. 1989. NY: Greenwood. [Draft presented at the 1988 meetings of the Southern Rural 

Sociological Association, New Orleans] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Marta Tienda. 1988. "Nativity Differentials in Public Assistance Receipt: A Research Note." 

Sociological Inquiry, 58(3): 305-321. 

 

Bloomquist, Leonard, Leif Jensen and Ruy Teixeira. 1988. "Too Few Jobs for Workfare to Put Many to Work." 

Rural Development Perspectives, 5(1): 8-12.  [Draft presented by Bloomquist at the 1987 meetings of the 

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Bethesda, MD] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Marta Tienda. 1989. "Nonmetropolitan Minority Families in the United States: Trends in Racial 

and Ethnic Economic Stratification, 1959-1986." Rural Sociology, 54(4): 509-532. [Draft presented at the 1987 

meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Madison, WI] 

 

Portes, Alejandro and Leif Jensen. 1989. "The Enclave and the Entrants: Patterns of Ethnic Enterprise in Miami 

Before and After Mariel." American Sociological Review, 54(6): 929-949. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1991. "Secondary Earner Strategies and Family Poverty: Immigrant-Native Differentials, 1960-1980." 

International Migration Review, 25 (Spring): 113-140.  [Draft presented at the 1988 Conference on Immigration, 

U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, DC] 

 

McLaughlin, Diane K. and Leif Jensen. 1993. "Poverty Among Older Americans: The Plight of the Nonmetro 

Elderly."  Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 48(2): S44-54.  [Draft presented by McLaughlin at the 1991 

meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Columbus, OH] 
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Jensen, Leif, David J. Eggebeen and Daniel T. Lichter. 1993. "Child Poverty and the Ameliorative Effects of Public 

Assistance."  Social Science Quarterly, 74(3):542-559.  Reprinted in Ginny Stowitts (ed.) American 

Government: A Public Policy Reader. 1998. Dubuque, IA: Kendall Hunt Publishing Co.  [Draft presented at the 

1992 meetings of the Population Association of America, Denver] 

 

Jensen, Leif and David J. Eggebeen. 1994. "Nonmetropolitan Poor Children and Reliance on Public Assistance."  

Rural Sociology, 59(1):45-65.  [Draft presented at the 1993 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, 

Orlando] 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1994.  "Employment Hardship and Rural Minorities: Theory, Research and Policy."  The Review of 

Black Political Economy, 22(4):125-144. Reprinted in James B. Stewart and Joyce E. Allen-Smith (eds.), 

Blacks in Rural America. 1995. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.  [Draft presented at the 1991 

meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Columbus, OH] 

 

LeClere, Felicia B., Leif Jensen and Ann E. Biddlecom.  1994.  "Health Care Utilization, Family Context and 

Adaptation among Immigrants to the United States."  Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 35(4):370-384.  

[Draft presented by LeClere at the 1993 meetings of the American Sociological Association, Miami] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Yoshimi Chitose.  1994.  "Today's Second Generation: Evidence from the 1990 U.S. Census."  

International Migration Review, 28(4):714-735.  Reprinted in Alejandro Portes (ed.), The New Second 

Generation. 1996. New York: Sage.  [Draft presented at the 1993 meetings of the American Sociological 

Society, Miami, FL] 

 

Jensen, Leif, Gretchen T. Cornwell and Jill L. Findeis.  1995.  "Informal Work in Nonmetropolitan Pennsylvania."  

Rural Sociology, 60(1):92-108. [Draft presented at the 1992 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, 

University Park, PA] 

 

McLaughlin, Diane K. and Leif Jensen. 1995. "Becoming Poor: The Experiences of Elders in Metropolitan and 

Nonmetropolitan America."  Rural Sociology, 60(2):202-223.  [Draft presented by McLaughlin at the 1993 

meetings of the Gerontological Society of America, New Orleans] 

 

Nord, Mark, A. E. Luloff and Leif Jensen.  1995.  "Migration and the Spatial Concentration of Poverty."  Rural 

Sociology, 60(3):399-415. [Draft presented by Nord at the 1993 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, 

Orlando, FL] 

 

Jacob, Steve, Fern K. Willits, and Leif Jensen.  1996.  "Residualism and Rural America: A Decade Later."  Journal 

of Sociology and Social Welfare, 23(3):151-162.  [Draft presented by Jacob at the 1995 meetings of the Rural 

Sociological Society, Washington, DC] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Yoshimi Chitose.  1997.  "Will Workfare Work? Job Availability for Welfare Recipients in Rural 

and Urban America."  Population Research and Policy Review, 16(4):383-395.  [Draft presented at a conference 

on Welfare Reform and Rural America, Economic Research Service, USDA, Washington, DC, September, 

1995] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Diane K. McLaughlin.  1997.  "The Escape from Poverty Among Rural and Urban Elders."  The 

Gerontologist, 37(4):462-468.  [Draft presented at a joint session of the 1995 meetings of the Rural Sociological 

Society and American Sociological Association, Washington, DC] 

 

Schachter, Jason P., Leif Jensen, and Gretchen T. Cornwell.  1998.  "Migration, Residential Mobility, and Poverty in 

Rural Pennsylvania."  Rural Development Perspectives, 13(2):40-45.  [Draft presented by Schachter at the 1997 

meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Toronto] 

 

Findeis, Jill L. and Leif Jensen.  1998.  "Employment Opportunities in Rural Areas: Implications for Poverty in a 

Changing Policy Environment."  American Journal of Agricultural Economics, 80(5):1001-1008.  [Draft 

presented by Findeis at the 1998 meetings of the American Association of Agricultural Economics, Salt Lake 

City] 

 

Jensen, Leif, Jill L. Findeis, Wan-Ling Hsu and Jason P. Schachter.  1999.  "Slipping  Into and Out of 

Underemployment: Another Disadvantage for Nonmetropolitan Workers?"  Rural Sociology, 64(3):417-438. 

[Draft presented at the 1996 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Des Moines] 
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McLaughlin, Diane K. and Leif Jensen.  2000.  "Work History and U.S. Elders' Transitions into Poverty."  The 

Gerontologist, 40(4): 469-479.  [Draft presented by McLaughlin at the 1994 meetings of the Population 

Association of America, Miami] 

 

Jensen, Leif, Jill L. Findeis and Qiuyan Wang.  2000.  "Labor Supply and Underemployment in the Southern United 

States."  Southern Rural Sociology, 16: 93-121.  [Draft presented at the 1999 meetings of the Southern Regional 

Science Association, Richmond, VA] 

 

Findeis, Jill L., Leif Jensen and Qiuyan Wang.  2000.  "Underemployment Prevalence and Transitions in the U.S. 

South."  Southern Rural Sociology, 16: 122-144. 

 

Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen.  2002.  "Race, Ethnicity and Underemployment in Nonmetropolitan America: A Thirty-

Year Profile."  Rural Sociology, 67(2): 208-233.  [Draft presented by Slack at the 1999 meetings of the Rural 

Sociological Society, Chicago] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Tim Slack.  2003. "Underemployment in America: Measurement and Evidence." American Journal 

of Community Psychology, 32(1/2):21-31. 

 

Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen.  2004.  "Employment Adequacy in Extractive Industries: An Analysis of 

Underemployment, 1974 - 1998."  Society and Natural Resources, 17 (2) :129-146. 

 

Weber, Bruce, Leif Jensen, Kathy Miller, Jane M. Mosley, and Monica Fisher.  2005. "A Critical Review of Rural 

Poverty Literature: Is There Truly a Rural Effect?"  International Regional Science Review, 28 (4), 381-414.  

[Draft presented at the 2004 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Sacramento] 

  

Jensen, Leif, Jeffrey H. Cohen, Almeida Jacqueline Toribio, Gordon F. De Jong and Leila Rodriguez. 2006. "Ethnic 

Identities, Language and Economic Outcomes Among Dominicans in a New Destination: A Research Note."   

Social Science Quarterly, 87(5): 1088-1099. [Draft presented at the 2005 meetings of the Population Association 

of America, Philadelphia] 

 

Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen.  2007. "Underemployment Across Immigrant Generations."  Social Science Research, 

36(4): 1415-1430. [Draft presented at the 2003 meetings of the Population Association of America, 

Minneapolis] 

 

Slack, Tim and Jensen, Leif.  2008. "Employment Hardship among Older Workers: Does Residential and Gender 

Inequality Extend into Older Age?"  Journals of Gerontology,63(1): S15-S24. [Draft presented by Jensen at the 

2002 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Chicago] 

 

Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen.  2008. "Birth and Fortune Revisited: A Cohort Analysis of Underemployment, 1974-

2004."  Population Research and Policy Review, 27(4): 729-749. 

  

Oropesa, R. S. and Leif Jensen.  2010. "Dominican Immigrants and Discrimination in a New Destination: The Case 

of Reading, Pennsylvania." City & Community, 9(3): 274-298. 

 

Kazeem, Aramide, Leif Jensen and C. Shannon Stokes.  2010.  "School Attendance in Nigeria:  Understanding the 

Impact and Intersection of Gender, Urban-Rural Residence and Socioeconomic Status." Comparative Education 

Review, 54(2): 295-319. [Draft presented by Kazeem at the 2008 meetings of the Population Association of 

America, New Orleans] 

 

Jomaa, Lamis H., Elaine McDonnell, Elaine Weirich, Terryl Hartman, Leif Jensen, and Claudia Probart. 2010. 

"Student Involvement in Wellness Policies: A Study of Pennsylvania Local Education Agencies." Journal of 

Nutrition Education and Behavior, 42(6): 372-379. 

 

Yang, Tse-Chuan, Leif Jensen and Murali Haran.  2011. "Social Capital and Human Mortality: Explaining the Rural 

Paradox with County-Level Mortality Data."  Rural Sociology, 76(3): 347-374. [Draft presented by Yang at the 

2008 meetings of the Population Association of America, New Orleans] 
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Jensen, Leif, Tse-Chuan Yang and Patricia Muñoz.  2012. "Natural Resource Dependence: Implications for 

Children's Schooling and Work in Chile." Society and Natural Resources, 25(1): 3-21. [Draft presented at the 

1998 meetings of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco] 

 

Khatun, Mahmuda and Leif Jensen. 2014. "Reintroducing Moral Community: A New Beginning to Promote Justice 

for Environmental Refugees.”  Malaysian Journal of Research, 2(1): 45-55. 

 

Yang, Tse-Chuan and Leif Jensen. 2015. "Exploring the inequality-mortality relationship using Bayesian spatial 

modeling." Population Research and Policy Review, 34: 437-460.  

 

Fowler, Christopher S., Danielle C. Rhubart and Leif Jensen. 2016. "Reassessing and Revising Commuting Zones 

for 2010: History, Assessment, and Updates for U.S. Labor Sheds, 1990-2010."  Population Research and Policy 

Review, 35: 263-286. [Draft presented at the 2015 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Madison, WI and 

the 2015 meetings of the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association, San Francisco] 

 

Yang, Tse-Chuan and Leif Jensen.  2017. "Climatic conditions and human mortality: Spatial and regional variation 

in the United States." Population and Environment, 38(3):261-285. [Draft presented by Yang at the 2008 

meetings of the Population Association of America, New Orleans] 

 

Slack, Tim, Michael R. Cope, Leif Jensen, Ann R. Tickamyer. 2017. "Social Embeddedness, Formal Labor Supply, 

and Participation in Informal Work." International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy, 37(3/4): 248-264. 

[Winner: 2018 Highly Commended Award, Emerald Publishing. Draft presented in 2016 by Slack at the Center 

for Research on Inequalities and the Life Course, Yale University, New Haven, CT]  

 

Kazeem, Aramide and Leif Jensen. 2017. "Orphan Status, School Attendance, and Relationship to Household Head 

in Nigeria." Demographic Research, 36(22): 659-690. [Draft presented by Kazeem at the 2014 meetings of the 

Southern Demographic Association, Memphis] 

 

Scott, Karen, C. Clare Hinrichs, and Leif Jensen. 2018. "Re-imagining the Good Life." Journal of Rural Studies, 59: 

127-131. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 2018. "Understanding Rural Social Class in an Era of Global Challenge." Rural Sociology, 83(2):227-

243. [Draft presented as a Presidential Address at the 2016 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Toronto] 

 

Larson, Janelle B., Paige Castellanos, and Leif Jensen. 2019. "Gender, Household Food Security, and Dietary 

Diversity in Western Honduras." Global Food Security, 20: 170-179. [Draft presented by Castellanos at the 2017 

meetings of the Rural Sociological Society. Columbus, OH.] 

 

Jensen, Leif, Ann R. Tickamyer, and Tim Slack. 2019. "Rural-Urban Variation in Informal Work Activities in the 

United States." Journal of Rural Studies, 68: 276-284. [Draft presented at the 2017 meeting of the Trans-Atlantic 

Rural Research Network, Aberystwyth, Wales, UK.] 

 

Slack, Tim, Brian C. Thiede, and Leif Jensen. 2020. "Race, Residence, and Underemployment: 50 Years in 

Comparative Perspective, 1964-2017." Rural Sociology, 85(2): 275-315. [Draft presented by Slack at a 

conference on Rural Poverty Fifty Years After The People Left Behind. March, 2018. Washington, DC.] 

 

Fowler, Christopher S. and Leif Jensen. 2020. "Bridging the Gap Between Geographic Concept and the Data We 

Have: The Case of Labor Markets in the U.S." Environment and Planning A, 52(7): 1395-1414. [Drafted 

presented by Fowler at the 2016 North American Meetings of the Regional Science Association International 

(RSAI) sponsored by the North American Regional Science Council (NARSC). Minneapolis, MN.] 

 

Jensen, Leif, Shannon M. Monnat, John J. Green, Lori M. Hunter, Martin J. Sliwinski. 2020. "Rural Population 

Health and Aging: Toward a Multilevel and Multidimensional Research Agenda for the 2020s." American 

Journal of Public Health, 110(9):1328-1331. 

 

Thiede, Brian C., Jacqueline Butler, David L. Brown and Leif Jensen. 2020. "Income Inequality Across the Rural-

Urban Continuum in the United States, 1970-2016." Rural Sociology, 85(4): 899-937.  [Draft presented by 

Butler as a poster at the 2019 meetings of the Population Association of America, Austin, TX] 
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Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen. 2020. "The Changing Demography of Rural and Small-Town America." Population 

Research and Policy Review, 39(5):775-783. 

 

Rhubart, Danielle C., Shannon M. Monnat, Leif Jensen and Claire Pendergrast. 2021. "The Unique Impacts of U.S. 

Social and Health Policies on Rural Population Health and Aging." Public Policy & Aging Report, 31(1):24-29. 

 

Thiede, Brian C., Matt Brooks and Leif Jensen. 2021. "Unequal from the Start? Poverty Across Immigrant 

Generations of Hispanic Children." Demography, 58(6): 2139–2167. [Draft presented by Thiede for a 

conference on Rural Poverty Fifty Years After The People Left Behind, March, 2018. Washington, DC.] 

 

Green, John J., Shannon M. Monnat, Leif Jensen, Lori Hunter, and Martin Sliwinski. 2022. "Rural Population 

Health and Aging: Introduction to the Special Issue."  Journal of Rural Social Sciences, 37(1)1-6. 

 

Huot, Sovanneary, Leif Jensen, Ricky M. Bates, and David R. Ader. 2023. "Barriers of Women in Acquiring 

Leadership Positions in Agricultural Cooperatives: The Case of Cambodia." Rural Sociology, 88(3): 708-730. 

[Draft presented by Huot at the 2019 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society. Richmond, VA.]  

 

Santos-Lozada, Alexis R., Jeffrey T. Howard, Shannon M. Monnat, Martin J. Sliwinski, and Leif Jensen. 2023. 

"Age differences in Allostatic Load among adults in the United States by rural-urban residence. " SSM-

Population Health, 23:101442. 

 

Schwendler, Teresa R., Muzi Na, Kathleen L. Keller, Leif Jensen, and Stephen. R. Kodish. 2024. "Observational 

Methods in Studies of Infant and Young Child Feeding Practices in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: A 

Twenty-Year Retrospective Review." Nutrients. 16(2):288. https://doi.org/10.3390/nu16020288.  

 

Sznajder, Kristin, T. Eshak., A. Biney, N Dodoo, M. Wang, T. Toprah, J. Blanford, L. Jensen, F.N. Dodoo. 2024. 

"Adverse childhood experiences increase HIV risk factors in Agbogbloshie, Ghana." Vulnerable Children and 

Youth Studies, 19(3): 1-16. https://doi.org/10.1080/17450128.2024.2354378. 

 

Velasco Palacios, Hazel, Paige Castellanos, Leif Jensen, Janelle Larson, Alfredo Reyes, Carolyn Sachs, Arie 

Sanders, and Kathleen Sexsmith. 2024. "Assessing the Effectiveness of Participatory Gender Transformative 

Development Projects in Rural Honduras." Rural Sociology, 89(4): 860-883. http://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12567. 

 

Johnson, Jacob W., Michael G. Jacobson, Steven M. Cole, Alexander Kaminski, Heather Karsten, Muleya 

Syapwaya, Jay R. Stauffer, Leif Jensen and Mary Lundeba. 2024. "Strategies for feeding tilapia in smallholder  

aquaculture systems: a study of aquaculture feed access and availability in two districts of Northern Province, 

Zambia." Agroecology and Sustainable Food Systems. 49(3):351-379. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/21683565.2024.2421951. 

 

Thiede, Brian C., David L. Brown, Deshamithra H. W. Jayasekera, Leif Jensen, and Jaclyn L.W. Butler. 2024. 

"Decomposing Changes in Subnational Income Inequality in the United States, 1980-2019." Social Forces, 

soae187, https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/soae187 . 

 

Schwendler, Teresa L, Kathleen L. Keller, Leif Jensen, Muzi Na , Mohamed L. Fofana, Mamady Daffé, Hermine 

Sankhon, and Stephen R. Kodish. 2025. "Caregiver Feeding Practices in Guinea: Implications for Caregiver 

Involvement and Infant Dietary Diversity." Maternal & Child Nutrition, https://doi.org/10.1111/mcn.70017 . 

 

Wang, Donghui and Leif Jensen. 2025. "Changing Self-Perceptions of Aging in China: A Cohort Analysis." 

European Journal of Ageing, 22(1):36 https://doi.org/10.1007/s10433-025-00870-0  

 

Johnson, Jacob W., Michael G. Jacobson, Steven M. Cole, Muleya Syapwaya, Alexander Kaminski, Heather 

Karsten, Jay R. Stauffer, Leif Jensen and Mary Lundeba. 2025. "An assessment of social and ecological factors 

influencing the management and productivity of smallholder aquacultural systems in Northern Province, 

Zambia." Aquaculture Research.  

 

http://doi.org/10.1111/ruso.12567
https://doi.org/10.1080/21683565.2024.2421951
https://doi.org/10.1093/sf/soae187
https://doi.org/10.1111/mcn.70017
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10433-025-00870-0
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Other Journal Articles: 

 

Jensen, Leif and Marta Tienda. 1987. "The New Immigration: Implications for Poverty and Public Assistance 

Utilization."  Migration World, 15(5): 7-13. 

 

Portes, Alejandro and Leif Jensen. 1987. "What's an Enclave? The Case for Conceptual Clarity." Comment on 

Sanders and Nee, American Sociological Review, 52(6): 768-771 

 

Bloomquist, Leonard E., Leif Jensen and Ruy A. Teixeira. 1990. "The Authors Reply" Rural Development 

Perspectives, 6(2):37. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1991. "Natural Increase: The Beat Goes On." Population Today, 19(10):8. 

 

Portes, Alejandro and Leif Jensen.  1992.  "Disproving the Enclave Hypothesis."  Reply to Sanders and Nee.  

American Sociological Review, 57(3):418-420. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1994.  "Poverta, famiglia rurale e politica pubblica negli Stati Uniti [Poverty, the rural family and 

public policy in the United States]." Genio Rurale, 57(9):62-71. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1995.  "Employment Hardship and Rural Minorities."  Western Wire, Fall: 29-32. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1995.  "Recent Population Changes in 'Rural' Pennsylvania."  Farm Economics, 95 (March/April):38-

41. 

 

Findeis, Jill L., Leif Jensen, and Wan-Ling Hsu.  1996.  "Education and Employment: Getting Better Jobs." Choices, 

Fourth Quarter: 22-23. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1998.  "Child Poverty in Comparative Perspective."  Featured review essay.  Contemporary Sociology, 

27(6):561-564. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1999.  "Underemployment in the South."  Southern Perspectives, 3(1):10-11,13.  [Draft presented at a 

conference on the Southern Rural Labor Force, New Orleans, LA, October, 1998] 

 

Lichter, Daniel T. and Leif Jensen. 2001. "Rural Poverty and Welfare Before and After PRWORA" Rural America, 

16(3), 28-35. 

 

Book and Monograph Chapters (not including reprinted journal articles): 

 

Carbone, Paul P., Colin B. Begg, Leif Jensen and Jeanne Moorman. 1983. "Oncology Perspective on Breast Cancer 

in the Elderly."  Pp. 63-72 in R. Yancik, et al. (eds.) Perspectives on Prevention and Treatment of Cancer in the 

Elderly.  New York, NY: Raven Press. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1988. "Poverty and Immigration in the United States: 1960-1980." In G. Sandefur and M. Tienda, 

Divided Opportunities: Minorities, Poverty and Social Policy. NY: Plenum. [Draft presented at the 1987 

meetings of the Population Association of America, Chicago] 

 

Tienda, Marta and Leif Jensen. 1988. "Poverty and Minorities: A Quarter-Century Profile of Color and 

Socioeconomic Disadvantage." In G. Sandefur and M. Tienda, Divided Opportunities: Minorities, Poverty and 

Social Policy. NY: Plenum. 

  

Jensen, Leif. 1991. "The Doubly Jeopardized: Policy Perspectives on Nonmetropolitan Blacks and Mexicans." In C. 

Flora and J. Christenson, Rural Policies for the 1990s. Boulder, CO: Westview.  [Draft presented at a roundtable 

at the 1989 meetings of the American Sociological Association, San Francisco] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Diane K. McLaughlin. 1993. "The Family Support Act and Aid to Families with Dependent 

Children: Implications for Nonmetro Areas." In R. Hoppe, The Family Support Act: Will It Work in Rural 

Areas? Rural Development Research Report no. 83.  Washington, DC: Economic Research Service, U.S. 

Department of Agriculture.  [Draft presented at the 1990 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Norfolk] 
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Snipp, C. Matthew, Hayward D. Horton, Leif Jensen, Joane Nagel and Refugio Rochin.  1993.  "Persistent Rural 

Poverty and Racial and Ethnic Minorities."  In Persistent Poverty in Rural America by the Rural Sociological 

Society Task Force on Persistent Rural Poverty.  Boulder, CO: Westview. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1993.  "Poverty in the United States: Social and Demographic Dimensions."  In Rural Poverty: A 

Teaching Guide and Sourcebook by Gene F. Summers, Andre D. Hammonds and Mary J. Miron.  The Rural 

Sociological Society.  [Presented at the 1993 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Orlando] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Diane K. McLaughlin.  1995.  "Human Capital and Nonmetropolitan Poverty." In Lionel J. 

Beaulieu and David Mulkey, Investing in People: The Human Capital Needs of Rural America.  Boulder, CO: 

Westview Press. 

 

Jensen, Leif and Yoshimi Chitose.  1997.  "Immigrant Generations."  In Alan Booth, Ann C. Crouter and Nancy 

Landale (eds.)., Immigration and the Family: Research and Policy on U.S. Immigrants.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence 

Erlbaum. 

 

Findeis, Jill F., Leif Jensen and Gretchen T. Cornwell.  1997.  "Rural Employment Altneratives: Wage Work versus 

Self-Employment Among Rural Households."  In Ray Bollman and John Bryden (eds.), Rural Employment: An 

International Perspective.  Wallingford, UK: CAB International. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1997.  "Poverty in Rural America."  In Gary A. Goreham (ed.), Encyclopedia of Rural America: The 

Land and People. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO. 

 

McLaughlin, Diane K. and Leif Jensen.  1998. "The Rural Elderly: A Demographic Portrait."  Chapter 2 in 

Raymond T. Coward and John A. Krout (eds.), Aging in Rural Settings: Life Circumstances and Distinctive 

Features.  New York: Springer. 

 

Jensen, Leif and Tim Slack. 2000.  "Marginal Employment." In Edgar F. Borgatta and Rhonda J. V. Montgomery 

(eds.), The Encyclopedia of Sociology.  New York: MacMillan Reference. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 2001.  "The Demographic Diversity of Immigrants and Their Children."  Chapter 2 in Rubén G. 

Rumbaut and Alejandro Portes (eds.), Ethnicities: Children of Immigrants in America.  New York, NY and 

Berkeley, CA: The Russell Sage Foundation and the University of California Press. 

 

Jensen, Leif, David Abler, Héctor Robles-Vásquez, Patricia Muñoz-Salazar and David Post.  2001.  "A Multivariate 

Model of Child Labor and School Attendance."  Chapter 4 in David Post, Children's Work, Schooling, and 

Welfare in Latin America.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press.  Republished in Spanish (2003).  Mexico City: Fondo 

de Cultura Económico. 

 

Lichter, Daniel T. and Leif Jensen. 2002. "Rural America in Transition: Poverty and Welfare at the Turn of the 21st 

Century." Chapter 3 in Bruce Weber, Greg Duncan and Leslie Whitener (eds.), Rural Dimensions of Welfare 

Reform.  Kalamazoo, MI: W. E. Upjohn Institute. [Draft presented by Lichter at a conference on Rural 

Dimensions of Welfare Reform sponsored by the Joint Center for Poverty Research and USDA, Washington, 

DC, May, 2000.] 

 

Jensen, Leif and Padma M. Karunaratne.  2003. "The World Bank and its Renewed Attention to Poverty 

Alleviation."  In Willem Van Genugten, Paul Hunt and Susan Matthews  (eds.)  World Bank, IMF and Human 

Rights.  Nijmegen, The Netherlands: Wolf Legal Publishers.  

 

Jensen, Leif, Diane K. McLaughlin and Tim Slack. 2003. "Rural Poverty: The Persisting Challenge."  In David L. 

Brown and Louis Swanson (eds.) Challenges for Rural America in the 21st Century.  University Park, PA: The 

Pennsylvania State University Press. 

 

Jensen, Leif and Tim Slack. 2004. "Beyond Low Wages: Underemployment in America." In Ann C. Crouter and 

Alan Booth  (eds.) Work-Family Challenges for Low-Income Parents and Their Children.  Mahwah, NJ: 

Lawrence Erlbaum. 

 

Jensen, Leif, Stephan J. Goetz and Hema Swaminathan.  2006.  "Changing Fortunes: Poverty in Rural America." In 

David L. Brown and William Kandel (eds.), Population Change and Rural Society.   Dordrecht, The 

Netherlands: Klewer Academic Publishers. 
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Jensen, Leif and Tse-Chuan Yang. 2009. "Taken by Surprise: New Immigrants in the Rural United States" In Birgit 

Jentsch and Myriam Simard (eds.), International Migration and Rural Areas: Cross-National Comparative 

Perspectives.  Hampshire, UK: Ashgate Publishing, Ltd.  

 

Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen.  2010.  "Informal Work in Rural America."  In Enrico Marcelli, Colin C. Williams and 

Pascale Joassart (eds.), Informal Work in Developed Nations. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Jensen, Leif and Eric B. Jensen.  2011. "Employment Hardship Among Rural Men."  In Kristin Smith and Ann R. 

Tickamyer (eds.), Economic Restructuring in Rural America. University Park, PA: Penn State Press. [Draft 

presented at the 2008 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Manchester, NH] 

 

Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen.  2011. "Underemployment among Minorities and Immigrants." In Douglas C. Maynard 

and Daniel C. Feldman (eds.), Underemployment: Psychological, Economic and Social Challenges.  New York, 

NY: Springer. 

 

Jensen, Leif and David R. Ader. 2012. "Rural Chile in Demographic Perspective." In László J. Kulcsár and 

Katherine Curtis (eds.), International Handbook of Rural Demography.  New York, NY: Springer. 

 

Bailey, Conner, Leif Jensen and Elizabeth Ransom. 2014. " Rural America in a Globalizing World: Introduction and 

Overview." In Conner Bailey, Leif Jensen and Elizabeth Ransom (eds.), Rural America in a Globalizing World: 

Problems and Prospects for the 2010s.  Morgantown, WV: West Virginia University Press. 

 

Jensen, Leif and Danielle M. Ely. 2017. "Measures of Poverty and Implications for Portraits of Rural Hardship."  In 

Jennifer Sherman, Ann R. Tickamyer and Jennifer Warlick (eds.), Rural Poverty in the U.S.A. New York, NY: 

Columbia University Press. 

 

Wornell, Emily J., Leif Jensen, Ann R. Tickamyer. 2018. "The Role of Informal Work in the Livelihood Strategies 

of U.S. Households." Chapter 7 (pp. 117-138) in Ioana A. Horodnic, Peter Rogers, Colin C. Williams, and 

Legha Momtazian (eds.) The Informal Economy: Exploring Drivers and Practices. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Bikketi, Edward, Esther Njuguna-Mungai, Leif Jensen and Edna Johnny. 2019. "Kinship Structures, Gender, and 

Groundnut Productivity in Malawi." Chapter 13 (pp. 221-238) in Carolyn E. Sachs (ed.), Gender, Agriculture 

and Agrarian Transformations. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Ganguly, Sujata, Leif Jensen, Samarendu Mohanty, Sugandha Munshi, Arindam Samaddar, Swati Nayak, and 

Prakashan Chellattan Veettil. 2019. "Changes in participation of women in Rice Value Chains: Implications for 

control over decision-making." Chapter 14 (pp. 239-253) in Carolyn E. Sachs (ed.), Gender, Agriculture and 

Agrarian Transformations. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Southard, Emily M. L. and Leif Jensen. 2021. "Men's and Women's Migration Related to Agriculture." Chapter 31 

(pp. 394-409) in Carolyn E. Sachs, Leif Jensen, Paige Castellanos and Kathleen Sexsmith (Eds.) Handbook on 

Gender and Agriculture. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Sachs, Carolyn E., Leif Jensen, Paige Castellanos, and Kathleen Sexsmith. 2021. "Introduction." Introduction (pp. 1-

12) in Carolyn E. Sachs, Leif Jensen, Paige Castellanos and Kathleen Sexsmith (Eds.) Handbook on Gender and 

Agriculture. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Huot, Sovanneary and Leif Jensen.  2022. "Gender Implications of COVID-19 in Cambodia." Chapter 2 (pp. 13-21) 

in Paige Castellanos, Carolyn E. Sachs, and Ann R. Tickamyer (eds), Gender, Food and COVID-19: Global 

Stories of Harm and Hope. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Jensen, Leif and Paige Price. 2026. "Rural Poverty in the United States." Forthcoming in Ann R. Tickamyer and 

Carolyn E. Sachs (eds.), Research Handbook in Rural Sociology. Northhampton, MA: Edward Elgar Publishing. 
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Jensen, Leif. 1990. Review of Still Hungry After All These Years: Food Assistance Policy From Kennedy to Reagan 

by Ardith L. Maney. NY: Greenwood. Contemporary Sociology, 19(4): 567-569. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1991. Review of Rural and Small Town America by G. Fuguitt, D. Brown, and C. Beale. NY: Russell 

Sage. The American Journal of Sociology, 96(5): 1320-1321. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 1992. Review of Rural Poverty in America by Cynthia M. Duncan (ed.). Boulder, CO: Westview.  

Rural Development Perspectives, 8(3): 35-36.  (Appeared October, 1993). 

 

Jensen, Leif. 2001.  Reviews of Worlds Apart: Why Poverty Persists in Rural America by Cynthia M. Duncan. New 

Haven, CT: Yale University Press, and Working Hard and Making Do: Surviving in Small Town America by 

Margaret K. Nelson and Joan Smith.  Berkeley: University of California Press.  Rural Sociology, 66(1):143-149. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 2014. Review of The Changing Face of World Cities: Young Adult Children in Europe and the United 

States by Maurice Crul and John Mollenkopf (eds.). New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. American 

Journal of Sociology, 120(3): 983-985. 

 

Huot, Sovanneary and Leif Jensen. 2019. Review of Ploughing New Ground: Food, Farming and Environmental 

Change in Ethiopia by Getnet Bekele. New York: The New Press. Rural Sociology, 84(3): 624-627. 

 

Other Publications: 

     

Jensen, Leif.  1992.  "Citizens' Viewpoint: Public Assistance Benefits."  University Park, PA: Department of 

Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology, College of Agricultural Sciences, Penn State University. 

 

Jensen, Leif and Diane K. McLaughlin.  1994.  "Poverty Among Rural Elders: A Research Report." Rural 

Development Views, 1(2):1-2.  Penn State University. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1996.  "Demographics of Rural Poverty."  Pp. 34-40 in Pathways from Poverty Educational Network.  

University Park, PA: Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development.  [Text of an invited presentation at a 

workshop on Pathways from Poverty, Boston, MA, September 1995.] 

 

Jensen, Leif.  1998.  "Child Poverty in Comparative Perspective."  CROP newsletter, 5(1):1-2.  The Comparative 

Research Programme on Poverty.  University of Bergen, Norway. 

 

Weber, Bruce and Leif Jensen.  2004.  "What We Know about the Causes of Rural Poverty."  Perspectives on 

Poverty, Policy and Place, 2(1):5-7.  Rural Poverty Research Center, Rural Policy Research Institute. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  2006. "At the Razor's Edge:  Building Hope for America's Rural Poor." Rural Realities, 1(1): 1-8.  A 

policy brief series published by the Rural Sociological Society. 

 

Jensen, Leif.  2006.  "New Immigrant Settlements in Rural America: Problems Prospects and Policies."  Reports on 

Rural America, 1(3): 1-32.  The Carsey Institute, The University of New Hampshire. 

 

Jensen, Leif, Marybeth J. Mattingly and Jessica A. Bean. 2011.  "TANF in Rural America: Informing Re-

Authorization" Policy Brief, 19:1-6. The Carsey Institute, The University of New Hampshire. 

 

Jensen, Leif. 2016. "Statement by Leif Jensen." Pp. 30-33 in National Academies of Science, Engineering, and 

Medicine, Rationalizing Rural Area Classifications for the Economic Research Service. Workshop Summary. 

Washington, DC: The National Academies Press. 

 

Slack, Tim and Leif Jensen. 2014. "The Great Recession and America’s Underemployment Crisis." Scholars 

Strategy Network, March. http://www.scholarsstrategynetwork.org  

 

Jensen, Leif. 2017. "A Kaleidoscope of Wisconsin Memories." Pp. 65-66 in Russell Middleton, History of 

Sociology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Volume 2. Madison, WI: Anthropocene Press. 
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Thiede, Brian C., David L. Brown, Jaclyn Butler and Leif Jensen. 2020. "Income inequality is getting worse in US 

urban areas." The Conversation, 14 April. https://theconversation.com/income-inequality-is-getting-worse-in-us-

urban-areas-132417. 

 

Southard, Emily and Leif Jensen. 2021. "Gender, migration, agriculture, and COVID-19." For the Epilogue (pp. 

442-444) in Carolyn E. Sachs, Leif Jensen, Paige Castellanos and Kathleen Sexsmith (Eds.) Handbook on 

Gender and Agriculture. New York, NY: Routledge. 

 

Jensen, Leif, Ann R. Tickamyer, and Tim Slack. 2022. "Informal Work is More Common in Rural than in Urban 

America." Rural Population Research Network Brief #2022-4, March 18, 2022. 

 

Research Reports to Sponsors: 

 

Cason, Katherine L., Anastasia Snyder and Leif Jensen.  2004.  "The Health and Nutrition of Hispanic Migrant and 

Seasonal Farm Workers."  The Center for Rural Pennsylvania. 

 

Anastasia R. Snyder, Diane K. McLaughlin, and Leif Jensen.  2005.  "Rural Youth Education Project Report: 

Findings from the First Wave of Data."  The Center for Rural Pennsylvania. 

 

Findeis, Jill L. et al.  2008.  "The Well-Being of Youth in Migrant or Seasonal Farm Worker Families." National 

Institutes of Health (NIH).  

 

Jensen, Leif, Ann Tickamyer, Tim Slack. 2011. "Collaborative Research: A National Survey of Informal Work." 

National Science Foundation. 

 

Thiede, Brian C., Leif Jensen and Katrina Alford. 2019. "Economic Implications of Pennsylvania’s Foreign-Born 

Population." Center for Rural Pennsylvania. 

 

Manuscripts in Progress: 

 

Jensen, Leif. "Rural Poverty and Inequality in the United States." Chapter 7 in Shannon M. Monnat and John J. 

Green (eds.) Rural America in the 2020s: Shocks, Stressors, and Successes. Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of 

North Carolina Press.  

 

Jensen, Leif, Jaclyn L. W. Butler, David L. Brown, and Brian C. Thiede. "Do Poverty and Inequality Go Hand in 

Hand? Understanding the Outliers at the County Level." To be submitted. 

 

Farrigan, Tracey, Leif Jensen, and Paige Price. "The Poverty Reducing Effects of Social Security for Older Rural 

Americans." Submitted for publication as an Economic Information Bulletin, Economic Research Service, 

USDA. 

 

Phillips, Rachel, Adriana A.E. Biney, Tarek Eshak, Naa Dodoo, Theophilus Toprah, Justine Blanford, Francis N.A. 

Dodoo, Leif Jensen and Kristin K. Sznajder. "Social Determinants of Health and Gendered Attitudes Regarding 

Contraception Use in Agbogbloshie, Ghana." To be submitted to International Journal of Sexual Health. 

 

OTHER PAPERS / PRESENTATIONS AT PROFESSIONAL MEETINGS (published papers not included): 

 

"Alienation Among the Elderly: A Rural-Urban Exploration."  Paper co-authored with Alfred P. Fengler and 

presented by Jensen at the 1979 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Burlington, VT. 

 

"Transitions to Underemployment in the South: The Effects of Race and Nonmetropolitan Residence."  Paper co-

authored with Daniel T. Lichter and presented at the 1990 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Norfolk, VA. 

"Children of the New Immigration: A Comparative Analysis of Today's Second Generation."  Paper presented at the 

1990 meetings of the American Sociological Association, Washington, DC. 

 

"Welfare as an Economic Coping Strategy: Implications of Rural Residence."  Paper by Leif Jensen, Lisa Bourke 

and Gretchen T. Cornwell presented at the 1992 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, University Park, PA. 

 

"Rural-Urban Differences in Welfare Receipt: Evidence from the 1990 U.S. Census."  Paper with Mollie Van Loon 

presented at the 1994 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Portland, OR. 

https://theconversation.com/income-inequality-is-getting-worse-in-us-urban-areas-132417
https://theconversation.com/income-inequality-is-getting-worse-in-us-urban-areas-132417


Jensen — Page 13 

 
 

"Age and Income Sources among Rural and Urban Poor Elders."  Paper with Diane K. McLaughlin presented at the 

1994 Meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Portland, OR. 

 

"Poverty Incidence Among Nonmetropolitan and Metropolitan Elders."  Paper with Diane K. McLaughlin presented 

at the 1995 meetings of the Population Association of America, San Francisco, CA. 

 

"Children's Schooling in Chile: How Much Does Rural Residence Matter?"  Paper with David Post, presented at the 

1997 meetings of the Population Association of America, Washington, DC. 

 

"Tendencias del Logro Educativo en Chile y Peru: Un Análisis Comprado entre los 80' y los 90'." Paper with 

Patricia Muñoz presented by Muñoz at the 1997 meetings of the Latin American Studies Association, Guadalajara. 

 

"Children's Work and Schooling in Rural and Urban Chile" Paper with Patricia Muñoz, presented at the 1997 

Meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

 

"Earnings Inequality and Underemployment in Rural America."  Invited paper with Diane K. McLaughlin presented 

at the 2000 meetings of the American Sociological Association, Washington, DC. 

 

"Poverty and Rural Livelihoods in Contemporary Chile." Paper presented at the 2000 meetings of the International 

Rural Sociological Association, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

 

"Poverty, Women and Welfare Reform in the Rural and Urban South."  Poster presentation (awarded Honorable 

Mention) at the 2001 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Albuquerque, NM. 

 

"Educational Aspirations of Pennsylvania's Rural Youth." Paper with Mary Ann Demi, Anastasia R. Snyder and 

Diane K. McLaughlin and presented by Demi at the 2005 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Tampa, FL. 

 

"The Spatial Distribution of Poverty in Chile: Stasis and Change in the Neoliberal Era." Paper with Tse-Chuan Yang 

presented at the 2006 meetings of the Population Association of America, Los Angeles, CA. 

 

"Transnationalism in a New Immigrant Setting: Dominicans in Reading, Pennsylvania." Paper with R.S. Oropesa 

presented at the 2007 meetings of the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Washington, DC. 

 

"The Informal Economy: Preliminary Findings from a National-Level Survey" Paper with Tim Slack and Ann 

Tickamyer and presented by Slack at the 2009 meetings of the Southern Sociological Society. New Orleans, LA. 

 

"Participation in the Informal Economy: Does Rural Residence Matter?" Paper with Ann R. Tickamyer and Tim 

Slack presented at the 2009 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society.  Madison, WI. 

 

"Gender and Informal Activity in the United States." Paper with Ann R. Tickamyer, Tim Slack , David Ader, and 

Nina Cesare presented by Tickamyer at the 2010 meetings of the American Sociological Association. Atlanta, GA. 

 

"Is there a rural informal economy?  Exploring residential variation using county-level indicators and alternative 

definitions of informal work." Paper with Ann R. Tickamyer, Tim Slack and Paige Davis presented at the 2012 

meetings of the Rural Sociological Society. Chicago, IL. 

 

"Toward a Family Labor Utilization Framework" Presented at the 2013 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society. 

New York, NY. 

 

"Does Family Matter? Investigating the Relationship Between Household Composition and Participation in the 

Informal Economy."  Paper with Paige Castellanos, Emily Wornell, and Ann R. Tickamyer, presented by 

Castellanos at the  2013 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society. New York, NY. 

 

"Underemployment Among Rural Immigrants: Insights from a Family Labor Utilization Framework"  Paper with 

Wei-Lin Wang presented at the 2015 meetings of the European Society for Rural Sociology. Aberdeen, Scotland. 

 

"Child Poverty Among Immigrants in New Rural Destination States." Paper with Brian Thiede, presented by Thiede 

at a conference on Rural Poverty Fifty Years After The People Left Behind. March, 2018. Washington, DC. 
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"Gender and Leadership: Sustainable Intensification in Cambodia." Paper with Sovanneary Huot, presented by Huot 

at the 2018 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society. Portland, OR. 

 

"She Said, He Said: Insights from a Survey of Smallholder Couples in Honduras." Paper with Paige Castellanos, 

Janelle B. Larson and Elisabeth Garner, presented by Castellanos at the 2018 meetings of the Rural Sociological 

Society. Portland, OR. 

 

"Gendered Perspectives on Decision-making and Contraception in an Informal Settlement in Ghana." Paper with 

Kristin Sznajder and six others. Poster presented at the 2020 (virtual) annual meetings of the Population Association 

of America. 

 

"Adverse Childhood Events Prevalence and Associated Risk for HIV in an Urban Slum in Ghana." Paper with 

Kristin Sznajder and seven others. Paper presented at the 2021 (virtual) annual meetings of the Consortium of 

Universities for Global Health. 

 

"Gender Aspects of Wild Food Plant Production, Utilization, and Scaling in Northwestern Cambodia." Paper with 

Sovanneary Huot, Ricky Bates, and David G. Ader presented by Huot at the 2022 meetings of the Rural 

Sociological Society. Westminster, CO. 

 

"The Poverty Inequality Mismatch in the United States." Paper with David Brown, Brian Thiede, and Jacqueline 

Butler presented by Jensen at the 2022 meetings of the Rural Sociological Society. Westminster, CO. 

 

"The Interdisciplinary Network on Rural Population Health and Aging: Background, Focus, and Opportunities." 

Presentation by Leif Jensen, Shannon Monnat and John Green at the 2022 meetings of the Rural Sociological 

Society. Westminster, CO. 

 

"Rural Population Health and Aging: An Introduction and Facilitated Dialogue Session for Collaborative Research.” 

Presentation by John J. Green, Leif Jensen, and Shannon M. Monnat at the 2023 meetings of the Southern Rural 

Sociological Association. Oklahoma City, OK. 

 

"Inequities in the Poverty Reducing Effects of Social Security for Older Rural Americans." Presentation with Tracey 

Farrigan and Paige Price delivered at the 2024 meeting of the Rural Sociological Society. Madison, WI. 

 

"Rural-Urban Variation in Informal Work: A Contemporary Portrait." Paper with Emily Southard, Ann Tickamyer, 

Tim Slack to be delivered at the 2025 meeting of the Rural Sociological Society. Salt Lake City, UT. 

 

"Understanding the relationship between informal work, rurality, and political affiliation." Paper with Emily 

Southard, Ann Tickamyer, Tim Slack to be delivered by Southard at the 2025 meeting of the Rural Sociological 

Society. Salt Lake City, UT. 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS: 

 

"Poverty in Rural America" and "Race, Ethnicity and Poverty" 29th Annual Public Affairs Symposium, "Poverty in 

America."  Dickinson College, Carlisle, PA, February, 1992. 

 

"Fighting Poverty in Rural Pennsylvania: A Critical Assessment."   Forum on Poverty, Pennsylvania Directors' 

Association for Community Action, Inc., Harrisburg, PA, June, 1992. 

 

"Poverty in Rural America: Problems and Prospects."  Family Impact Seminar, American Association for Marriage 

and Family Therapy.  The U.S. Capitol Building, Washington, DC, July, 1992. 

 

"World Population Growth: An Important Context for Environmental Debates."  L'Ambiente e I Suoi Valori (The 

Environment and Our Values). Auditorium, Liceo Scientifico di Ostuni, Ostuni, Italia, October, 1993. 

 

"Poverty, the Rural Family, and Public Policy in the United States."  Famiglia Rurale e Valorizzazione del Territorio 

(Rural Families and the Values of the Territory).  Auditorium del Centro Congressi, Piacenza, Italia, October, 1993. 

 

"Population Deconcentration in Pennsylvania?"  Presentation with Mark Nord for an invited panel session on 

Population Deconcentration in the United States at the 1994 Meetings of the Rural Sociological Society, Portland, 

OR, August, 1994. 
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"Ethics in Social Research," "Experimental Design in Social Research," and "The Informal Economy in Rural 

Pennsylvania." Universita Degli Studia, Catantia, Italy, May, 1995. 

 

"Will Workfare Work? A Replication and Update."  Presentation to a workshop on Welfare Reform and Rural 

America, Economic Research Service, USDA, Washington, DC, September, 1995. 

 

"The Demographics of Rural Poverty." Presentation to a workshop on Pathways from Poverty, Boston, MA, 

September 1995. 

 

"Immigrant Generations."  Discussion comments (with Yoshimi Chitose).  National Symposium on International 

Migration and Family Change: The Experience of U.S. Immigrants.  University Park, PA, November, 1995. 

 

"Poverty and Aging in Rural America."  Gerontology Colloquium, Penn State, November, 1995. 

 

"Will Workfare Work?  Job Availability for Welfare Recipients in Rural and Urban America."  Tenth Congressional 

Colloquium on Rural Poverty, Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC, January, 1996. 

 

"The Economics of Appalachian Poverty."  Community Seminar, Department of History, Lock Haven University, 

Lock Haven, PA, October, 1996. 

 

"Children's Schooling and Work in Rural and Urban Chile."  Department of Rural Sociology, Cornell University, 

Ithaca, NY, April, 1997. 

 

"'Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor...'?  Poverty and Welfare Program Use Among Immigrants to the United States."  

Annual Meetings of The American Studies Association of Norway, Hamar, Norway, October, 1997. 

 

"Recent Developments in Rural Sociology in the United States."  Center for Rural Research, NTNU, Trondheim, 

Norway, October, 1997. 

 

"Labor Supply and Underemployment in the Southern United States."  Invited overview paper for a conference on 

the Southern Rural Labor Force, New Orleans, LA, October, 1998. 

 

"Rural America in Transition: Poverty and Welfare at the Turn of the 21st Century."  Commissioned paper with 

Daniel T. Lichter for a conference on Rural Dimensions of Welfare Reform sponsored by the Joint Center for 

Poverty Research and USDA, Washington, DC, May, 2000. 

 

"The Children of Immigrants: A Demographic Portrait."  Pennsylvania State Data Center Lecture Series, Harrisburg, 

PA, October, 2000. 

 

"Rural Labor Markets: Implications for Welfare Reform." Research Roundtable on Urban and Rural Impacts of 

Welfare Reform.  The Brookings Institution, Washington, DC, February, 2001. 

 

"The World Bank and its Renewed Attention to Poverty Alleviation."  Conference on the World Bank, IMF, and 

Human Rights.  Tilburg University, The Netherlands, October, 2001.  

 

"Poverty in Rural America: Measurement, Evidence and Research Questions." Rural Poverty Research Center, 

Rural Policy Research Institute, The University of Missouri, August, 2003. 

 

"Underemployment Across Immigrant Generations."  Initiative in Population Research, The Ohio State University.  

December, 2003. 

 

"Changing Fortunes: Poverty in Rural America."  Department of Human and Community Resource Development, 

The Ohio State University.  December, 2003. 

 

"Chronic Disadvantage, Emerging Opportunities." Paper co-authored with Stephan Goetz and Hema Swaminathan, 

presented at an Economic Research Service (USDA) conference on "Population change and Rural Society.  

Washington, DC.  January, 2004. 
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"Demographic Overview of Children in Rural America." National Institutes of Health workshop titled Addressing 

Rural Children in the National Children's Study Workshop.  Washington, DC.  March, 2004. 

 

"Rural Poverty Research and Practice: A Retrospective."  Conference on The Importance of Place in Poverty 

Research and Policy: Creating a National Rural Poverty Research Agenda.  Washington, DC.  March, 2004. 

 

"Poverty and Place in Rural America: Assessing 'Place Effects' in the Rural Poverty Literature."  With Bruce Weber.  

Presented at a workshop on "Current Research on the Low-Income Population." Summer Research Workshop, 

Institute for Research on Poverty.  Madison, WI.  June, 2004. 

 

"Dominicans in New Gateway Communities: Identities, Language and Economic Outcomes in Reading, 

Pennsylvania."  Conference on Immigration to the United States: New Sources and Destinations."  Russell Sage 

Foundation.  New York, NY.  February, 2005. 

 

"Socioeconomic Status, Access to Services and Other Measures of Well-Being."  Invited discussant comments for a 

conference on Addressing Health, Educational, and Socioeconomic Disparities of Children in Immigrant Families.  

National Institute on Child Health and Human Development.  Bethesda, MD.  May, 2005. 

 

"Spatial Inequality in Chile: Stasis and Change." Conference on Spatial Differentiation and Governance in the 

Americas.  University of Texas - Austin.  November, 2005. 

 

"Beyond Washington Heights: Identities, Language and Socioeconomic Status Among Dominicans in a New 

Destination." Bronfenbrenner Life Course Center, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY. January, 2006. 

 

"New Immigrants in Rural America."  Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH.  April, 2006. 

 

"Taken by Surprise: New Immigrants in the Rural United States."  Conference on International Migration and Rural 

Areas: Global Perspectives.  Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, University of the Highlands and Islands, Isle of Skye, Scotland.  

October, 2007. 

 

"'Entrance Closed, Use Sand Road Entrance': On Public Events and Private Journeys into Sociology."  Keynote 

Address, 39th Annual Meetings of the Alabama-Mississippi Sociological Association.  Starkville, MS.  February, 

2008. 

 

"Employment Hardship in the Delta States and Beyond."  Conference on Exploring Viable Opportunities for Low-

Wealth Communities in the Delta: A Regional Summit."  Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA. May, 2008. 

 

"Taken By Surprise: New Immigrants in the Rural United States." Rural Behavioral Health Webinar Series, National 

Technical Assistance Center for children’s Mental Health, Georgetown University. March, 2009. 

 

"Addressing Poverty through Art, Religion and Government." Panel Moderator. York College of Pennsylvania, 

York, PA. November 2009. 

 

"Child Poverty and Inequality."  Presentation to and moderator for a round table as part of a conference on 

Children's Rights at a Crossroads.  United Nations Conference Center, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, December 2009. 

 

"Poverty and the Middle Classes: Data Availability and Research Designs." Presentation to a conference on 

Reframing Poverty: What role for the Middle Classes.  Os, Norway, January, 2010. 

 

"Rural Poverty and Welfare Use."  Presentation to and moderator for a round table on TANF Use in Rural 

Communities as part of the 13th Annual Welfare Research and Evaluation Conference.  Administration  for Children 

and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Washington, DC, June, 2010. 

 

"The Informal Economy in the United States: Results from a National Household Survey." Department of 

Sociology, University of New Hampshire,  March 2011. 

 

"Delineating New Labor Market Areas for the United States." Workshop on Rationalizing Rural Area 

Classifications. The National Academies. Washington, DC, April, 2015. 
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"Delineating Labor-Sheds from Commuter-Flow Data for the U.S.: Can We Really Make ‘Commute-Sheds’?" With 

Christopher S. Fowler. Economic Research Service, USDA, Washington, DC, December, 2016. 

 

"Deep Poverty in the United States: A Brief Demographic Portrait" Presentation for a conference on Deep Poverty 

in the United States. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, DC, June 2017. 

 

"Rural Child Poverty Across Immigrant Generations in New Destination States." International Seminar on Human 

Development, Territories, and Rural Youth. Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú. Lima, October 2018. 

 

"Bringing Gender into Agricultural Development Research and Practice: Experiences and Challenges from Work in 

Progress." Bureau for Food Security, USAID, Washington, DC, September 2017. 

 

"Urban-Rural Variation in Informal Work Activities." Presentation to the Panel on Measuring Contingent Work and 

Alternative Work Arrangements. National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC, June 2019. 

 

"Bringing theory and the field into the college classroom: Developing gender-forward curricula." Workshop with 

Amanda Crump (UC, Davis) for a conference on Women and Gender in International Development organized by the 

Center for International Research, Education, and Development, Virginia Tech, February 2021. 

 

"The Diversity of Rural Demographic, Social, and Economic Contexts: Implications for Population Health and 

Aging." Presentation to a virtual seminar on Structural-Level Determinants of Rural Health Disparities, NIH Rural 

Health Day. National Institutes of Health, November, 2021. 

 

"Poverty and Economic Livelihoods among Rural American Households." Short presentation as part of a virtual 

U.S. Congressional Briefing on Small Towns/Big Trends: Demographic Insights on Living, Working, and Thriving 

in Rural America organized by the Population Association of America, March 2022.   

 

"The Diversity of Rural Demographic, Social, and Economic Contexts: Implications for Population Health and 

Aging." Presentations to the Clinical and Translational Science Institute, Penn State, May, 2023; Social Science 

Research Institute Symposium on Social Science Research on Rural Health, January, 2024. 

 

"The Diversity of Rural Demographic, Social, and Economic Contexts: Implications for Population Health and 

Aging." Virtual presentation for the NIH Health Disparities Interest Group (HDIG) Workshop, Health in Rural 

America: Challenges and Opportunities.  September, 2025. 

 

 

OUTREACH PRESENTATIONS: 

 

"The Demography of Pennsylvania."  Rural Leadership Conference (RULE III).  State College, PA.  January, 1990. 

 

"Rural Poverty and Access to Health Care."  Second Annual Pennsylvania Rural Health Conference.  State College, 

PA.  May, 1993. 

 

"The Demography of Pennsylvania."  Pennsylvania Farm Credit Conference.  Harrisburg, PA.  August, 1993. 

 

"The Demography of Pennsylvania."  Rural Leadership Conference (RULE V).  State College, PA.  February, 1994. 

 

"Appalachian Poverty."  Community Seminar, Department of History, Lock Haven University, Lock Haven, PA.  

October, 1996. 

 

"The Demography of Poverty in Pennsylvania."  Extension In-Service for Family Living Agents.  University Park, 

PA.  March, 1998. 

 

"Poverty in the Rural Northeast: An Overview."  Conference sponsored by the Rural Poverty Research Center and 

the Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development.  State College, PA.  May, 2005. 

 

"The Challenge of Rural Poverty: The Northeast Region and Beyond."  Meeting of the Northeast Regional Research 

and Extension Directors.  Peabody, MA.  July, 2005. 

 

"New Immigants to Rural America: Problems, Prospects and Policies."  Rural Local Initiatives Support Corporation 
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(LISC) conference.  Washington, DC.  June, 2006. 

 

"Immigrant in New (Rural and Urban) Destinations."  Pennsylvania State Data Center User Conference.  Hershey, 

PA.  September, 2006. 

 

"Demographic Trends in Pennsylvania."  Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania conference.  Harrisburg, PA.  

November, 2006. 

 

"The Changing Face of Pennsylvania: Demographic Characteristics and Trends."  Pennsylvania Council of 

Cooperative Extension Associations.  University Park, PA.  April, 2008. 

 

"The Changing Face of Pennsylvania: Demographic Characteristics and Trends." Mifflin (PA) County Cooperative 

Extension and Outreach Annual Meeting, Mifflin County, PA.  November, 2008. 

 

"The Changing Face of Pennsylvania: How Does Mercer County Compare?" Mercer County Cooperative Extension 

Annual Extension Dinner. Mercer, PA.   November, 2008. 

 

"Gender and Horticulture: Considerations regarding outreach." Presentation with Janelle Larson and Paige 

Castellanos. Annual Meeting of the Horticulture Innovation Lab (UC, Davis), Antigua, Guatemala, March, 2017. 

 

"Foregrounding Gender: Lessons from Farmer Field Schools in Honduras." Presentation with Janelle Larson and 

Arie Sanders. Annual Meeting of the Horticulture Innovation Lab (UC, Davis), Kigali, Rwanda, May, 2018. 

 

"Gender 101: What is gender and why does it matter?" Workshop on Gender and Agriculture funded by USAID, 

Tamale, Ghana, 2023. 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE: 

 

Rural Sociological Society (RSS): 

 

Member, Presidential Task Force on Persistent Rural Poverty, Working Group on Racial and Ethnic Minorities and 

Rural Poverty, 1990-1991. 

 

Chair, Population Interest Group, 1991-1997. 

 

Organizer and presider for a special panel session on Redefining Nonmetro America in the 1990's, 1992 RSS 

Meetings. 

 

Organizer of a special session on U.S. Census Bureau GIS and Mapping Products, 1993 RSS Meetings. 

 

Organizer and presider at a special session on The New Current Population Survey: What Rural Sociologists 

Should Know, 1994 RSS Meetings. 

 

Organizer and presider at a special session on Redefining Metropolitan Areas Using Census Tracts: Toward a 

Nationwide Delineation, 1997 RSS Meetings. 

 

RSS liaison to the Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics, 1991-1996. 

 

Local Arrangements Committee for the 1992 RSS meetings, 1990-1992.  Chair, Tours and Special Events. 

 

Elected Member, Nominations Committee, 1993-1994. 

 

Appointed Member, Development Committee, 1994-1995. 

 

Appointed Member, Membership Committee, 1995-1996. 

 

Appointed Member, Publications Committee, 1997-2000 (Chair, 1998-1999). 

 

Editor, RSS  Rural Studies Series (book series published by Penn State Press), 2000-2004. 
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Appointed Member, Development Committee, 2001-2004 (Chair, 2002-2003). 

 

Discussant for a session on Rural Household Livelihood Strategies, 2001 RSS meetings. 

 

Appointed Member, Professional Communications Committee, 2003-2006. 

 

Appointed Member, Nominations Committee, 2005-2006. 

 

Peer reviewer and discussant for a juried paper session, 2007 RSS meetings. 

 

Co-organizer for a session on New Research on Rural Poverty, 2009 RSS meetings. 

 

Appointed Member, Ad Hoc Committee for the Rural Studies Series, 2009-2010. 

 

Discussant for a session on Technology, Rural Competitiveness, and Development, 2010 RSS meetings. 

 

Vice President, 2010-2011. 

 

Reviewer of graduate student CV’s, 2013, 2017. 

 

Presenter, Panel on Population Research Initiatives: Trends, Challenges, Opportunities. 2013 RSS meetings. 

 

Elected Member, Executive Committee, 2014-2017 (Chair, 2016-2017) 

 

President-elect, President, Past-President, 2014-2017 

 

Elected RSS Representative to the International Rural Sociological Association (2019-2025) 

 

Population Association of America (PAA): 

 

Discussant for a session on the Demography of Nonmetropolitan and Rural Areas, 1993 PAA meetings, Cincinnati. 

 

Organizer of a poster session on U.S. Rural and Nonmetropolitan Demography, 1994 PAA meetings, Miami.  

 

Discussant for a session on Socioeconomic Characteristics of Immigrant Families in America, 1997 PAA meetings, 

Washington, DC. 

 

Discussant for a session on The Family and Intergenerational Transmission of Status, 1998 PAA meetings, Chicago. 

 

Discussant for a session on the Demography of Rural America, 2005 PAA meetings, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

Deputy Editor, Demography, 2016-2018. 

 

Discussant for a session on Spatial Inequality Dynamics, 2018 PAA meetings, Denver, CO. 

 

Organizer for Session on The Changing Demography of Rural Areas, 2019 PAA meetings, Austin, TX. 

 

American Sociological Association (ASA): 

 

Discussant for a session on Local Labor Markets and Demographic Composition Effects.  1991 ASA meetings, 

Cincinnati. 

 

Organizer for a session on The Welfare State, 1997 ASA meetings, Toronto. 

 

Co-organizer for a special session on Children's Labor and Schooling in the Americas, 1998 ASA meetings, San 

Francisco. 

  

Discussant and presider for a session on Immigration: Labor Market Incorporation, 1999 ASA meetings, Chicago. 
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Association of Population Centers: 

 

Treasurer, 2003-2006. 

 

Council on Food, Agricultural and Resource Economics (C-FARE) / Agricultural & Applied Economics 

Association (AAEA): 

 

Steering Committee, Agricultural and Applied Economics Priorities and Solutions Workshop, 2016. 

 

Gerontological Association of America 

 

Discussant for a session on Rurality Matters: Understanding the Critical and Nuanced Role of Place-Based Factors 

in Rural Aging, 2025 GSA meetings, Seattle. 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS AWARDED: 

 

"Multiple-Earner Strategies and Family Poverty: Immigrant-Native Differentials, 1960-1980."  Division of 

Immigration Policy and Research, U.S. Department of Labor.  6/88.  $2,524. 

 

"Low-Income Households in Rural Pennsylvania: Strategies and Constraints to Upward Mobility."  Principal 

Investigator with Jill L. Findeis and Gretchen T. Cornwell.  College of Agricultural Sciences, Penn State.  1/1/90-

12/31/91. $76,264. 

 

"Employment Adequacy and Employment Transitions Among Metro and Nonmetro Elderly: Implications for Health 

Status, Retirement Paths, and Post-Retirement Poverty."  Pilot study with Diane K. McLaughlin, part of a larger 

proposal to National Institute on Aging for a Center on Aging and Health in Rural America, Dennis Hogan, Program 

Director.  11/1/90-9/30/91. $25,819. 

 

"Life Course Transitions, Geography and Elderly Poverty."  Co-Investigator with Diane McLaughlin (Principal 

Investigator).  National Institute on Aging. 3/1/93-2/28/97.  $331,693. 

 

"Cohort, Period and Age Effects: Understanding Poverty Trends Among Older Metro and Nonmetro Americans."  

Pilot study with Diane K. McLaughlin, part of a larger proposal to National Institute on Aging for a Center on Aging 

and Health in Rural America, Mark Hayward, Program Director.  10/1/94-9/30/95. $47,824.   

 

"Family Welfare and Children's Schooling: A Study of Chile, Peru, and Mexico During the 1980s."  Co-investigator 

with David Post (Principal Investigator) and David Abler.  The Ford Foundation and The Spencer Foundation.  

9/1/95-8/31/99.  $606,288. 

 

"The Prevalence and Dynamics of Underemployment in the United States."  Co-Principal Investigator with Jill L. 

Findeis.  National Research Initiative Grant, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  9/1/95-8/31/97.  $49,712. 

 

"Coming of Age in America: A Cohort Analysis of Underemployment."  Co-Principal Investigator with Jill L. 

Findeis.  National Research Initiative Grant, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  7/1/98-6/30/99.  $52,000. 

 

"Poverty, Labor Markets, and the Potential Among Single Female-headed Families in the Rural South." Co-

Principal Investigator with Jill L. Findeis.  Penn State sub-contract with Virginia Tech.  National Research Initiative 

Grant, U.S. Department of Agriculture.  9/1/99-8/31/01.  $48,324. 

 

"Experiences with Work: The Process of Leaving Poverty Behind."  Co-Principal Investigator with Jill L. Findeis 

and Natalie M. Ferry.  National Research Initiative Grant, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 9/1/2001-8/31/06. 

$146,265. 

 

"Latin American Urbanization in the Late Twentieth Century: A Comparative Perspective." Co-investigator with 

Bryan Roberts (UT-Austin) and Alejandro Portes (Princeton). The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 8/1/02-7/31/05. 

$340,000. 
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"Health and Nutrition of Migrant Farm Workers and Their Families."  Co-investigator with Katherine L. Cason and 

Anastasia Snyder. Center for Rural Pennsylvania.  1/1/03-9/30/03.  $10,000. 

 

"Context , Identities and Economic Outcomes: A Pilot Study of Dominicans in Reading, Pennsylvania." Principal 

Investigator with R. S. Oropesa, Jeffrey H. Cohen, A. Jacqueline Toribio and Gordon F. De Jong.  The Russell Sage 

Foundation.  1/1/04 - 3/31/05. $35,000. 

 

"Love It and Leave It? The Consequences of Educational and Career Aspirations and Attainment Among Youth in 

Rural Pennsylvania."  Co-Investigator with Anastasia R. Snyder (Principal Investigator) and Diane K. McLaughlin.  

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania.  1/1/04 - 12/31/04. $50,000. 

 

"The Well-being of Youth in Migrant or Seasonal Farmworker Families."  Co-Investigator with Jill L. Findeis 

(Principal Investigator) and Anastasia R. Snyder (Co-Investigator).  The National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development, the National Institutes of Health.  4/1/05 - 3/31/07. $144,000. 

 

"Collaborative Research: A National Survey of Informal Work."  Principal Investigator with Tim Slack (Louisiana 

State University, Co-PI) and Ann R. Tickamyer (Ohio University, Co-PI).  National Science Foundation.  9/15/07 - 

9/14/11. $260,000. 

 

"Reframing Poverty: What Role for the Middle Classes?" Co-I on this planning grant with Victoria A. Lawson 

(University of Washington, PI). National Science Foundation.   3/15/10 - 3/14/12.  $21,024. 

 

"Women in Agriculture Network: Honduras." Co-PI with Janelle Larson (PI) and five others. U.S. Agency for 

International Development’s Horticulture Innovation Lab (UC-Davis), 1/1/15 - 12/31/19.  $1,525,589. 

 

"Designing U.S. Labor Market Areas." Principal Investigator.  USDA Economic Research Service. 8/15/14 - 

3/31/17, $40,000. 

 

"Spatially Heterogeneous Effects of SNAP Participation and Food Insecurity on Hispanic Children’s Physical and 

Mental Health. " Co-I with Shannon Monnat and Jennifer Van Hook (co-PIs).  RIDGE Center for Targeted Studies, 

Southern Rural Development Center, Mississippi State University.   9/1/15-12/31/16.  $35,000. 

 

"Women in Agriculture Network (WAgN) Cambodia: Gender- and Ecologically-Sensitive Agriculture." Co-PI with 

Ricky Bates (PI) and several others. U.S. Agency for International Development’s Sustainable Intensification 

Innovation Lab (Kansas State University), 1/1/16-12/31/19.  $1,000,000. 

 

"Understanding Well-being and Poverty among Rural Youth in Peru: Advancing Life Chances by Exploring 

Barriers and Potential." Leif Jensen (PI), Silvana Vargas (PI), and several others. Universidad Nacional de 

Ingeniería (UNI), Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú (PUCP), and Penn State Collaboration Development 

Fund. 9/1/17-8/31/18. $12,000. 

 

"Economic Restructuring, Demographic Change, and Income Inequality in Rural America." Co-PD with Brian C. 

Thiede (PD) and David L. Brown (Cornell). National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA. 1/1/18-12/31/21. 

$482,505. 

 

"Economic Implications of Pennsylvania's Foreign-Born Population." Co-I with Brian C. Thiede (PI). Center for 

Rural Pennsylvania. 1/2/18-12/31/18. $50,000. 

 

"Time Poverty Among Women Smallholders in Ghana: Implications for Gender Priorities in the Peanut Value 

Chain." Co-PI with Leland Glenna (PI) and five others. U.S. Agency for International Development's Peanut 

Innovation Lab (University of Georgia), 3/1/19-6/30/23. $436,961. 

 

"Interdisciplinary Network on Rural Population Health and Aging." PI with four others. National Institute on Aging, 

NIH. 9/30/19-6/30/25. $1,616,856. 

 

"Analysis of Rural/Urban disparities in Allostatic Load, Biological Risk Profiles, and Mortality." PI with Alexis R. 

Santos-Lozada (Trainee) and two others. Diversity Supplement to Interdisciplinary Network on Rural Population 

Health and Aging. National Institute of Aging, NIH. 8/15/21-8/14/23. $243,941. 
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"Interdisciplinary Network on Rural Population Health and Aging." Co-PI with four others. National Institute on 

Aging, NIH. 8/1/24-6/30/29. $1,982,490. 

 

OTHER GRANT ACTIVITY: 

 

"Consumer Credit Management Practices of Northeastern Residents."  Co-Principal Investigator with Cathy F. 

Bowen.  Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development.  3/13/95-3/31/97.  $21,251. 

 

"Single Parents' Attitudes Toward and Use of Government and Community Assistance."  Consultant on a 

cooperative agreement by J. Lynne Brown (Principal Investigator).  Center for Rural Pennsylvania.  7/1/96 - 

6/30/97.  $48,848. 

 

"Planning Conference on Informal Economy Study."  Invited participant in a research planning conference 

organized by Ann R. Tickamyer (Ohio University) and Charles M. Tolbert (Louisiana State University).  The 

American Sociological Association/National Science Foundation Fund for the Advancement of the Discipline.  

2/28/99 - 3/1/99.  $4,000. 

 

"Developing a Community and Water Resource Interactions Perspective for Kathmandu University's Planned 

Human and Natural Resources Studies Center."  Co-Investigator with William G. Axinn (Principal Investigator) and 

David G. Abler, Stephen Matthews and C. Shannon Stokes.  The Ford Foundation.  5/1/98-4/30/01.  $60,000. 

 

"International Demographic Research and Training for the 1990's"  Co-Principal Investigator (appointed) with 

Daniel T. Lichter.  The Mellon Foundation.  1/1/97-12/30/00.  $450,000. 

 

"Population Research Institute."  Principal Investigator (appointed, 1 January 2003).  This is an R24 NICHD 

Population Center grant for core support of population science research at Penn State.  NICHD/NIH.  7/05/01-

06/30/06.  $3,003,644. 

 

"Center on Population Health and Aging."  Co-Investigator with Mark Hayward (Principal Investigator) and several 

others.  NIA/NIH.  9/1/04 - 7/30/08.  $1,060,380.   

   

"Population Research Institute."  Principal Investigator (resigned, 30 June 2006). This is an R24 NICHD Population 

Center grant for core support of population science research at Penn State.  NICHD/NIH.  7/1/06-06/30/11.  

$3,000,000. 

 

"The Forgotten Half: A Working Conference for Collaborative Research on Child Poverty." Principal Investigator 

for a planning conference.  Comparative Research Program on Poverty, University of Bergen, Norway.  6/14-15/10. 

$10,000. 

 

"Pennsylvania State University Census Research Data Center."  Co-Principal Investigator with Jenny Van Hook 

(Principal Investigator) and three others.  National Science Foundation. 7/1/13-6/30/16. $300,000. 

 

"Gender Research and Integrated Training" Co-Principal Investigator with Carolyn Sachs (PI) and five others. 

Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). 9/1/15-8/31/18, $182,623. 

 

"Graduate Training in Gender Research: Integrating Gender into Research for Resilience and Ag-Led Growth." 

College of Agriculture Sciences Strategic Networks and Initiatives Program (SNIP) Level III Cohort Grant. 8/15/19-

5/15/21. 

 

"Graduate Student Workshop and Summer Internship Program with Oxfam on the Gender Dynamics of the Agri-

Food System." USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Higher Education Challenge Grant. Co-PI with 

Kathleen Sexsmith (PI) and four others. 4/1/20-3/31/21. $30,000. 

 

CONSULTANCIES: 

 

The World Bank, Economic Development Institute, Washington, DC.  5/11/98-6/30/98. 

 

Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH.  10/1/05-12/31/06. 
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COURSES TAUGHT: 

 

World Population Problems (undergraduate) 

Fertility, Population Change and Development (graduate)  

Social Stratification (undergraduate) 

Sociological Analysis I, II  (two-semester undergraduate research methods) 

Research Methods in the Rural Social Sciences (graduate) 

Poverty in the United States (undergraduate and graduate) 

International Rural Social Change (The Sociology of Development) (graduate) 

International Community and Economic Development (undergraduate) 

Problems of Children and Youth in Developing Countries (graduate) 

Introduction to Rural Sociology (undergraduate) 

 

COMMITTEES: 

 

University of Vermont: 

 Departmental Committee on Undergraduate Policy, Department of Sociology, 1977. 

 Undergraduate Research Committee, Department of Sociology, 1977-1978. 

 University Committee on Human Experimentation for the Social Sciences and Education, 1979-1980. 

 

University of Wisconsin-Madison: 

 Curriculum Committee, Department of Sociology, 1985-1987. 

 Computer Committee, Department of Rural Sociology, 1986-1987. 

 

Economic Research Service, USDA: 

 Equal Opportunity Advisory Committee, 1987-1988. 

 

The Pennsylvania State University (Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology (1989-2012), 

Department of Agricultural Economics, Sociology, and Education (2012-    ); College of Agricultural Sciences): 

 

 Departmental Service 

 Computer Support Group Committee, 1989-1991. 

 Seminar Committee, 1989-1991, Chair, 1990-1991; 2006-2007. Chair, 2006-2007; 2015-2017; 2022-    . 

  Rural Sociology Graduate Program Committee, 1990-2002, 2005-2013, 2014-2017, 2019-2021; 2024-    . 

  Rural Sociology Graduate Program Director, 1991-1997; 2006-2011. 

 Ad Hoc Committee to Revise Departmental By-Laws, 1995-1996. 

 Faculty Advisory Committee, 1995-1997; 2001-2004; 2006-2009; 2011- 2014; 2017-2022. 

 Honors and Awards Committee, 1996-1997. 

 Undergraduate Committee, 2000-2001. 

 Community, Environment and Development Undergraduate Program Committee, 2007- 2011; 2023-  .    

 Chair, Faculty Search Advisory Committee (Environmental Consortium position), 2000-2001. 

 Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2002-2005; 2008-2011; 2012-2015; 2016-2019; 2021-2022; 2024-   .  Chair, 

2008-2009; 2012-2014; 2017-2018; 2021-2022. 

 Chair, Faculty Search Advisory Committee, 2007-2008. 

 Chair, Faculty Search Advisory Committee, 2012-2013. 

 Chair, Faculty Search Advisory Committee, 2014. 

 Faculty Search Advisory Committee, 2015-2016. 

 Chair, Faculty Search Advisory Committee, 2017-2019. 

 Chair, Faculty Search Advisory Committee, 2019-2021. 

 Chair, Faculty Search Advisory Committee, 2023-2024. 

 

 College Service 

 Research/Extension Issues Committee on Human Resource Development, 1991-1994. 

 Research/Extension Issues Committee on Family Well-Being, 1991-1996.  

 Ad Hoc Committee to Review College Strategic Plan for Diversity, 1994. 

 Faculty Advisory Committee to the Dean, 1995-1996; 1998-2001 (Chair, 2000-2001); 2012-2014. 

 Nominations and Elections Committee, 1998-2001.  Chair, 2000-2001. 

 Ad Hoc Committee on Implementation of HR40 (Extended Review), 1999. 

 Ad Hoc Overall Coordinating Group for the College Strategic Plan, 2001-2002. 

 Search Advisory Committee, Department of Agriculture and Extension Education, 2002. 
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 International Programs Advisory Council, 2007-2012. 

 Chair, Search Advisory Committee, Department Head, Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology, 2008-09. 

 Instruction and Curricular Affairs Committee (ex oficio member), 2010-2011. 

 Co-Director, International Agriculture and Development Dual-Degree Graduate Program, 2012-2017. 

 Faculty Program Coordinator, International Agriculture Minor, 2012-2017. 

 Distinguished Professorship Review Panel, 2016-2021; 2022-2024 (Chair 2023-2024). 

 

 University Service 

Advisory Committees, Population Research Institute (PRI) and Graduate Program in Demography, 1992-1997; 

2006-2013. 

 Steering Committee, Penn State's Children Youth and Families Consortium, 2000-2006. 

 Steering Committee, Social Science Research Institute (SSRI), 2001-2004. 

 Search Advisory Committee, Department of Education Policy Studies, 2002-2003. 

 University Faculty Senate (and Research Sub-Committee), 2002-2003. 

 Promotion Review Committee, Office of the Vice President for Research, 2003-2005; 2009-2011, Chair, 2011. 

 Search Advisory Committee, Department of Sociology, 2003-2004; 2004-2005. 

 Internal Advisory Committee, SSRI, 2004-2006. 

Gordon F. and Caroline De Jong Lecture Committee, Population Research Institute, 2006-2008.   

  Chair 2007-2008. 

 Faculty Selection Committee, Schreyer Honors College, 2007-2008; 2011-2012. 

 Chair, Search Advisory Committee, Population Research Institute Director, 2010. 

 Internal Advisory Committee, Survey Research Center, 2010-2013. 

 Graduate Council Subcommittee on New and Revised Programs and Courses, 2010-2011. 

 Academic Director, Geographic Information Analysis Core, SSRI/PRI, 2013-2015. 

 Search Advisory Committee, PRI Director, 2014-2015. 

 Associate Director and Executive Committee Member, SSRI, 2017-2024. 

 Chair, AC14 Academic Dean Review Committee, 2020. 

 Search Advisory Committee, Health Policy and Administration (HHD), 2022-2023. 

 

REVIEW PANELS: 

 

Better Serving the Working Poor, Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program, USDA, 1999, 2001. 

National Research Initiative (NRI) Competitive Grants Program, CSREES, USDA, 2000. 

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, NIH, Special Emphasis Panel on Health, Environment and 

Economic Development, 2003. 

 National Institute of Child Health and Human Development and National Institute on Aging, NIH, Special Emphasis  

Panel on Intergenerational Family Resources, 2003. 

 National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, NIH, Special Emphasis Panel for the Population  

Research Infrastructure Program, 2004. 

 National Institute of Child Health and Human Development, NIH, Special Emphasis Panel for the Population 

Research Infrastructure Program, 2008. 

 

PROMOTION AND TENURE REVIEW ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

Arizona State University 

Auburn University 

Brigham Young University 

Louisiana State University 

Michigan Technological University 

Newcastle University (UK) 

North Carolina State University 

State University of New York (SUNY) Oneonta 

Washington State University 

West Virginia University 

University at Albany - State University of New York 

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

University of Kansas 

University of Mississippi 

University of Missouri 
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University of Vermont 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 

REFEREE ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

Demography (Associate Editor, 1989-1990; Deputy Editor, 2016-2019); Evaluation Review (Associate Editor, 

1990-1993); Rural Sociology (Associate Editor, 2000-2002; 2005-2008, Co-Editor, 2025-   ); Sociological Inquiry 

(Associate Editor, 1993-1997); American Journal of Sociology; American Sociological Review; Applied 

Behavioral Science Review; International Migration Review; Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences; Journal of 

Rural Health; Social Forces; Social Science Quarterly; Sociological Forum; Sociological Perspectives; Sociological 

Quarterly; Society and Natural Resources; Journal of the Community Development Society; Social Problems; 

Journal of the American Planning Association; Review of Regional Studies; Sociology of Education; Journal of 

Regional Science; Comparative Education Review; International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy (Associate 

Editor, 2009-2025); American Journal of Agricultural Economics; Demographic Research; Renewable Agriculture 

and Food Systems; Journal of International Migration and Integration; Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies; 

Journal of Rural Studies (Special Issue Guest Co-Editor, 2015-2016); Health and Social Care in the Community; 

Sociological Spectrum; Population Research and Policy Review (Special Issue Co-Editor, 2019-2020); Journal of 

Rural Social Sciences; Work and Occupations; Journal of Gerontological Social Work; Journal of Applied 

Gerontology; Poverty and Public Policy; Spatial Demography. 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS: 

    

Rural Sociological Society 

Population Association of America 

 

REFERENCES:  

 

Available upon request. 

       


