
Profile 
Frans Padt has broad experience in community and regional environmental policy and design. He has 
worked in many roles over the years as a researcher, educator, policymaker, consultant, and volunteer. 
He teaches at the undergraduate and graduate levels. 

Experience 
TEACHING PROFESSOR, PENN STATE UNIVERSITY — 2019-PRESENT 
Department of Agricultural Economics, Sociology, and Education (AESE). Teaching appointment. 

ASSOCIATE TEACHING PROFESSOR, PENN STATE UNIVERSITY — 2011-2019 
Department of Agricultural Economics, Sociology, and Education & the Department of Landscape 
Architecture. Teaching appointments. 

SENIOR RESEARCHER, WAGENINGEN UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH CENTER, NETHERLANDS — 2007-2010 
Alterra Landscape Center, Team Urban and Regional Development. Contract research, research 
coordination, symposium organization. 

LECTURER, RADBOUD UNIVERSITY NIJMEGEN, NETHERLANDS — 2004-2007 
Department of Political Sciences of the Environment, Radboud University Nijmegen. Ph.D. research, 
contract research, teaching. 

CONSULTANT, CENTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT, NETHERLANDS — 1999-2004 
Contract research for soil and water protection, interim-management water company Vitens and 
Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment. 

SOIL CONSERVATION PLANNER, PROVINCE OF FLEVOLAND, NETHERLANDS — 1992-1998 
Department of Environmental Planning. Coordinator Soil Conservation Program, project manager for 
the UNESCO World Heritage monument Schokland, research coordination. 

SOIL AND WATER SPECIALIST, PROVINCE OF GELDERLAND, NETHERLANDS — 1988-1991 
Department of Environment and Water. assistant project leader Soil Conservation Plan and 
Groundwater Protection Plan, design and implementation Groundwater Quality Monitoring Network, 
research supervision. 

Education 
Radboud University Nijmegen, Department of Political Sciences of the Environment — PhD, 2007. 

Vrije University Amsterdam, Faculty of Earth Sciences, major in Environmental Hydrology, minor in 
Meteorology  — M.Sc., 1988. 
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Teaching undergraduate and graduate community development and planning courses. 

Student research advising. 

Environmental policy and project management. 

Engaged scholarship (https://sites.psu.edu/psuengagementtool). 

Qualitative research, spatial analysis. 

Service 
Department of AESE, College of Agricultural Sciences, Department of Landscape Architecture, 
University Park, community service. 
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